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Should a passing score on an English achievement test be the main requirement for international students to enter a university in an English-speaking country
First, an international student is one who temporarily visits another country to take classes. He or she may come from a country where English is not the first language. Speaking a language one did not grow up with can be a challenge. For some international students the English language can be a barrier that makes them feel excluded and even face learning challenges in the classroom. Once international students get to a continent like America where English is the first language, they are expected to take a test of English as a foreign language. The test is administered to evaluate the student’s listening, reading, and writing skills. An English achievement test is administered to evaluate the student’s understanding of the English language. 
English achievement test can be compared with proficiency tests, which measures the learner’s level of language. The process of acquiring basic knowledge in something starts with the understanding of what one wants to achieve as an outcome or the end result. Therefore, taking an achievement test is crucial because it helps the institution measure student’s understanding of English as a foreign language. A passing score would mean that the student understands the language even though it is not his or her first language. One thing to understand here is that while international students may not major in English, every subject learnt in the University is learnt in English. Therefore, one should be able to use it well if not proficiently. 
Additionally, having a passing score on an English achievement test should be a requirement for international students to enter a university because it will make it easy for students to learn smoothly. This is even so because language barrier influences teaching strategies in the sense that if a student cannot understand what is being taught in English, then, he or she would not perform perfectly. Inadequacy in English language, for example, in pronunciation, vocabulary, or even listening comprehension, could be an obstacle for effective learning. The instructor would spend a lot of time trying to help students with inadequate English understand the concept or even what is being taught. As a result, they would find it difficult to meet the goals of the curriculum set in place to be met at a specified duration of time. In other words, lack of understanding makes it difficult for students to get the most out of their education and poses some challenges to the instructors. However, if the ultimate goal of the achievement test is to ensure that the university admits students who are capable of making the most out of their education or who will help in improving the teaching process, then, it is plausible to argue here that a pass in the test should be the main requirement. 
In the same line of thought, through the assessment of the English language the University ensures that all students are capable of interacting with others or do not face language barrier when communicating with others in school. This is mostly beneficial to the student. A student with a pass in the achievement test proves that he or she will have no challenges communicating or even understanding others who are native English speakers. In context, English fluency is an important element in the achievement tests because it helps the institution examine student’s ability to present subject material and interact with others. It not only helps students eliminate language barriers, but also plays a greater role in helping the student fulfill his or her educational goals with regard to learning strategies. McCroskey (2002) noted that international students who do not possess an adequate level of English language are more likely to be anxious about communicating with others or even participating in class discussions. Consequently, they tend to feel excluded and may end up dropping out of school. For these reasons there is a need for consistent emphasis placed on the testing of English and a pass in the achievement test should be a requirement for international students who are seeking to enter University. 
A pass in the achievement test is also important because it helps the institution examine the areas which the student needs to be helped. Teachers working in the universities need to work with students who know what they are doing as most of the instructions provided require high levels of student engagement. As discussed earlier, a student who cannot express himself or herself well in writing or even verbally in English language could have difficulties responding or even participating in class activities due to lack of clarity. If the English achievement test involves performance testing, it can tell more about the student in terms of how he or she understands real-world tasks that would be provided in the realistic contexts. As such, it would help the teachers/institution identify or even know the kind of students they are about to deal with and, therefore, should be a requirement for international students who are seeking to enter University. 
Reasons why a pass on an English achievement test be the main requirement for international students to enter a university in an English-speaking country
While English language has become the central language of communication in the world, many students are not fluent in it. This is because they are taught by teachers who were brought up in countries where English was not their first language. Such students find it difficult to pass an English achievement test. Most of them have difficulties pronouncing words correctly, understanding vocabularies as well as choosing the correct words for use when writing or speaking in English language. While they can be assisted improve all these areas of interest, a pass on an English achievement test should not the main requirement for international students who are seeking to enter a university in an English-speaking country. 
It is no coincidence that while many international students are applying to study in English-speaking Universities like the ones in the United States, it is unfortunate many have been using language tests to disqualify students who are not native English speakers. One cannot deny that there are many reasons why a pass on an English achievement test should be the main requirement, but the fact remains international students are capable of adapting and learning from others who are native English speakers. If allowed to interact and even learn their mistakes from others there is no doubt they can improve their English language within the shortest time possible. Also, students tend to practice a new language when given a chance to write or even participate orally. They more they write things like essays they learn how to correct colloquial language and overcome difficulties they encounter when using the English language. 
Cook (2016) explains that international students develop a highly variable level of English language if only they are allowed to make mistakes in a learning environment. In fact, most of them are likely to develop a good command of English language within the first and second years in the University. Therefore, a pass on an English achievement test should not be the main requirement for international students to enter a university. It blocks out many students who would otherwise do well if given a chance to make mistakes and learn from those mistakes. Anyone can learn English language and become proficient in it. 
In conclusion, there is a strong case for helping international students who use English as their second language. While there are many reasons for considering a pass on an English achievement test as a requirement, the test should not be used to disqualify students who have a potential of learning the language and excelling in other subjects.  
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